
T H E  S TO RY
Chamonix Wine Farm is nestled against Mont Rochelle, deep 
within the rich wine-growing valley of Franschhoek in the 
Western Cape. Formerly part of the historic La Cotte granted 
to the Huguenots in 1688, Chamonix today comprises some 
750 acres.

German-born Chris Hellinger purchased the farm in the 
early 1990s when it was predominantly an export fruit farm. 
With tenacity and vigor a replanting program began, steadily 
replanting fruit trees with noble French grape varieties. An 
underground cellar was built drawing upon Hellinger’s 
engineering background and old world principles. An 
underground passage leads through the cellar up into the 
Blacksmith’s Cottage, built in the late 1700s, which now 
houses the Tasting Room and Sales Department.

T H E  T E R R O I R
Boasting some of the highest planted vines in the Cape 
Winelands, Chamonix has around 125 acres under vineyard 
in many small parcels at altitudes ranging from 1150-2000 
ft. Against the mountain, the farm benefits from cool breezes 
during the hot summer months and stony, clay-rich soil, 
giving the wines the unique personality and character which 
make up the Chamonix story.

T H E  V I T I C U LT U R E  &  W I N E M A K I N G
Chamonix’s vines are mainly dry-farmed, which means they 
are not irrigated, and their roots reach down deep into the 
rich soil. Environmentally-friendly farming has replaced 
conventional methods by not using pesticides and chemicals, 
as well as by working organic compost and mulch back into 
the soil. The use of green-harvesting ensures that the vineyards 
are not overproduced. 

Chamonix’s philosophy of working hand-in-hand with nature 
to create unique wines carries through into the cellar, where 
the small, hands-on team approach their work with passion 
and creativity. All fruit is hand-sorted and traditional methods 
are followed, making use of spontaneous fermentation, no 
acidification, etc. The end result is a product that is pure, 
natural, and made to be enjoyed.

T H E  W I N E S
Cape Chamonix Wine Farm produces a range of premium 
wines that capture the essence and splendor of the estate. The 
white wines are made from Sauvignon Blanc (varietally and 
blended with Semillon in a white Bordeaux-style Reserve) 
and Chardonnay (oaked and unoaked), while the red wines 
are produced using Pinot Noir and traditional Bordeaux 
varietals. A unique Pinotage is also produced, utilizing 
carbonic maceration and the ripasso technique.
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